English 102 Assignment One: Conjectures and Values

Composing Schedule

Heuristic Questions: see syllabus for dates

First Draft: Wed Feb 6th
Second Draft: Fri Feb 8th
Polished Draft: Mon Feb 11th  (your polished draft should be submitted in a manila folder with previous drafts, peer reviews, heuristics, in-class work and the reflection on your writing.

The Assignment

In this assignment, you will study an issue you personally find especially interesting: an issue arising or created by technology.  You are going to use this topic for two papers, so please choose the issue carefully, and make sure that you discuss your topic with us before you begin drafting. No papers on abortion, gun control, repealing drug laws, the death penalty, euthanasia, affirmative action and so on.

You are going to describe all the different parties involved in the issue, their conjectures or how they depict the issue, and the values each of those parties appears to hold based on the conjectures they make.  You will discuss whether the parties are in stasis and what they would need to change to be in stasis.  

For example, if you were writing about the issue of lighted ballfields in the neighborhood of Scottsdale I live in, you would find that a surprising number of parties were involved: the Scottsdale city council, the development & review board, the parks and recreation department, the little league, homeowners living adjacent to the park, parents living adjacent to the park, homeowners in the surrounding area, COPP (the Coalition of Pinnacle Peak), parents of children in little league outside the area and so on.  Each of these groups would either be for or against the lighted ballfield, but they would conjecture the issue in very different ways.  Once I have worked out what their conjecture would be, I would then look for research material that supported my assertions about their conjectures.  From that research, I would be able to work out the values inherent in each conjecture.  Then I would see if the parties were really arguing about the same thing (whether they were in stasis or not).  I would probably find that the little league party is arguing about the necessity for children’s organized sport whereas the homeowners are arguing about light pollution and property values.

As you can see, when parties to an argument hold different conjectures about the way that the world works, this difference may contribute to their inability to agree.  For example, politicians discussing poverty may make the following conjectures:

· Conservative: people are poor because they don’t want to work; the conservative values the right of the individual to make wealth.

· Liberal: people are poor because for some reason beyond their control they are unable to find or get work; the liberal values the more fortunate helping the less fortunate.

· Socialist: people are poor because capitalism mandates that wealth be unequally distributed.

From this example you can see that conjectures do not establish the truth or fact of the issue under discussion; rather they represent an education guess about what might be or what might have occurred.  And since the way we perceive reality is affected by who we are and what we believe, we each paint very different pictures of that reality.  

Composition

Audience: your readers for this paper are members of our class.  They are intelligent but not informed about the specifics of the issue and those involved.

Purpose: your purpose is to enlarge our understanding of how those people perceive the issue involved.  Thus you are writing an argument to inform.

Organization: the most logical way to develop this paper is to discuss the issue and state who is involved.  Then you should examine each party, explaining their position on the issue, the conjectures they make, and the values inherent in their conjectures.

Goals

1. Give a clear, complete description of the issue showing why the issue is controversial

2. Discuss who is involved in the issue and their position

3. Develop the conjectures made by each party

4. Explain the values inherent in those conjectures

5. Suggest whether the parties are in stasis and what changes need to be made if the parties are to be brought into agreement.

6. Use research so that you have proof that this is what each party believes (articles from newspapers and magazines, websites, speeches, and so on).

7. Appropriate use of sources (sufficient number, correct works cited page, correct citations in the text of your paper)

Heuristics for Assignment One

These questions are designed to help you generate ideas and develop your assignment.  They are due on the day assigned in the syllabus and you must also submit them along with your final polished draft.  

1. You already have a list of five possible issues that you thought you might like to write about.  Now try to brainstorm issues in a more structured manner by doing the following:  List at least three communities you belong to (ASU, your home town, your generation, your nation or country, and so on).  For each community, write down one issue that really concerns that community.  For example, on-line classes are an issue for a campus university such as ASU.  

2. Look through the table of contents of your Visions textbook and list 3 issues discussed that you would find interesting and explain your choice.

3. Choose one issue from these lists.  Write a paragraph in which you discuss the issue and who you think has a stake in the issue.  Look for some initial research by searching the pages of the newsites online: ABC, MSNBC, CBS, CNN, etc.  (go to the class webpage http://www.public.asu.edu/~atsjd for links to these newsites; then conduct an Internet search by using a search engine such as google.com.  Print the relevant pages.

4. Now it’s time to find print sources on the issue you are pursuing.  Using the key word search tool, search in the online indexes. Begin with Ebsco and Lexis Nexis.  Try to find articles that deal with the issue and articles that will help you work out who is involved in the issue, their conjectures, and their values.  Print the relevant sources and write up a bibliography that lists the source correctly and explains how it will be useful.

5. Write a list of the groups involved in the issue (write the issue at the top of the page), their position on the issue, and their conjectures.

6. Go back to heuristic 5 and note which source will help you support your claims about each party.  If necessary, conduct further research and ask for help if you are having trouble with sources.  When you are satisfied that you have support for your claims about each party, list the values that seem to be inherent in each conjecture.

7. Read through your heuristics so far and now compare the conjectures and values held by each group.  Then answer the following: Where do the groups agree?  Where do they disagree?  What values do they have in common?  Are the groups in stasis?  How could they be brought into stasis?

8. Write a careful introduction of several paragraphs in which you describe the issue.  Think about how the issue arose, its causes, its effects, and so on.  Close this chunk of your paper with a thesis that indicates who the major stakeholders in the argument are and whether they differ in terms of how they depict the issue.  When you have completed this, you should be ready to draft the body of your paper.

