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From Jeff Froyd, Project Director

According to ABET, engineering graduates should be able to function effectively on multidisciplinary teams.
More and more capstone design project and first-year engineering courses are using teams. Cooperative
learning approaches utilize teams for all types of classes. Students are participating on more and more teams,
yet are they learning to function within teams? More importantly, are faculty members learning how to help
students develop their interpersonal and leadership skills? Certainly, faculty members raise many important
questions about using teams: How might | form teams? How might | help teams improve? How might | assign
individual grades for team assignments? To address these and other questions, Foundation Coalition faculty
are constructing a series of documents. The first document, which is about forming teams, is available at
http://fc1.tamu.edu/publications/brochures/2002-Mar-01_Forming_Teams.pdf. This document sets out issues
to be considered in forming teams, explores these issues, and then shows how different faculty members have
synthesized their answers after considering the issues. A second document on getting teams off to a good start
will be available shortly. Others on peer assessment and facilitating dysfunctional teams will be released after
that. Most of the documents in the series are scheduled to be finished before the 2002 ASEE Conference so
that the documents can be distributed at the conference. If you have experience in using teams in your courses
and would like to contribute, just contact Jeff Froyd at froyd@tamu.edu. We hope the series will be a valuable
resource.

May 2 A meeting of the coalitions will be held to discuss dissemination plans, Drexel University
campus, Philadelphia PA. E-mail Tim Anderson or call 352.392.0882. Read more.

May 9-10 Freshman Innovations Miniconference at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
This FC-funded miniconference is by invitation. The contact is John Mitchell.
Read more.

May 13-14 Undergraduate Educational Issues in SEC Engineering Schools Meeting in Nashville
TN. Read more.

May 16-17 Miniconference on the energy stem in the mechanical engineering curriculum will
focus on integration of courses across the energy curriculum and concept inventories for
thermodynamics, fluid mechanics, and heat transfer. Read more.

Jun 16-19  American Society for Engineering Education Annual Conference and Exposition in
Montréal, Québec, Canada. Read more.

Aug 11-16  E-technologies in Engineering Education: Learning Outcomes Providing Future
Possibilities (United Engineering Foundation conference) in Davos, Switzerland. E-mail
Sarah Pfatteicher. Read more.

Sep 30-Oct 1 Engineering and Computing Education Grantees Conference in Washington DC. E-
mail Susan Kemnitzer or call 703.292.8382. Read more.

Nov 6-9 Frontiers in Education 2002 in Boston MA. Read more.
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Mar 2003 Share the Future IV, the cross-coalition conference, is tentatively scheduled to be held at
Arizona State University in Tempe.
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Nick Pendergrass

Elecitieal and Compriter Engine@ring
Univergity of Massadhusetis Dartmoiith

“About six years ago we were struggling to put together what became the IMPULSE [integrated math,
physics and undergraduate laboratory science, and engineering] program. We had seen papers on
improving engineering education, so | started tracking d@WaMgeundation Coalition [FC] people at
conferences. Since they had experienceuElRiERRstories of jiallslsEhat worked and things that did not.”
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